
An Update on 
the Asilomar 
Accords
To solve a problem, you have  
to know the numbers

I
t’s been more than four years since 
animal welfare leaders from around 
the country came together at a re-
treat center in California and drafted 
the Asilomar Accords, a set of guid-

ing principles, shared definitions, and for-
mulas for tracking live release rates from 
shelters. 

The founders hoped to produce a 
uniform system of data collection and re-
porting so that shelters and other stake-
holders can get a better understanding 
of the state of the homeless animal prob-
lem within their communities. Only by 
using a common measurement system, 
they thought, will we be able to track 
progress—and identify areas that need 
improvement in order to best target our 
time and limited financial resources. 

Hundreds of shelters are now report-
ing their outcomes in the Asilomar style, 
and many choose to make those statis-
tics public, letting their own constituents 
know how far they’ve come, and how 
much work remains to be done. Maddie’s 
Fund provides starter grants for shelters 
that want to begin collecting and report-
ing their data within Asilomar guidelines. 
To read the Asilomar Accords and learn 
more about how they can benefit your 
animals and your shelter, go to asilom-
araccords.org. AS

 //////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// Scoop

Precious Cat 
Provides Free 
Kits for Shelters
“Inappropriate elimination,” “litter box aver-
sion,” and “house soiling” are just some of 
the kinder, gentler names given to a wee 
kitty problem—one that’s a leading cause of 
cat relinquishment. 

There are many ways owners can en-
courage their cats to think inside the box, 
and one company has created a litter addi-
tive that may help. That company, Precious 
Cat, is now providing product samples of 
Cat Attract for shelters to give away to cat 
adopters; the clinically tested additive, the 
company says, contains a scent that natu-
rally attracts cats and kittens alike to use 
the litter box. 

The company suggests that it may help 
newly adopted cats beginning their litter box 
training, as well as “problem” cats who’ve 
developed new potty problems.  

An HSUS Shelter Partner Associate, 
Precious Cat is giving away free shelter 
kits to animal shelters and other adoption 
groups that are part of the Shelter Partners 
program. You can let your cat adopters try it 
for themselves! Each kit contains:
n	A sample of Cat Attract litter additive
n	Coupons for free samples of other Precious 

Cat litter products
n	A copy of the booklet Dr. Elsey’s Litter Box 

Solutions Training Guide
Call 877-311-2287 or visit preciouscat.

com/Shelter-Page-I-12.html to request your 
free shelter kits to share with cat adopt-
ers. Not a Shelter Partner yet? Sign up at  
animalsheltering.org/shelterpartners.
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