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Animal Care Expo welcomes international interns

BY JAMES HETTINGER

hey came to Orlando from

points around the globe—from

Chile and China, Saipan and

Serbia. Some bore the weight

of being their community’s

sole provider of care for homeless animals.

And when the time arrived to head back

home, many said their visit to the United
States had done them a world of good.

More than 1,700 animal care profes-

sionals converged on Disney’s Coronado

Springs Resort from May 14 through 17

for The Humane Society of the United

States’ Animal Care Expo 2008. And

more than 100 of these were interna-

tional attendees, there to participate in

Bridging the Gulf

This year's Animal Care Expo had a decidedly Southern
flavor, and not just because it took place in Florida. More
than three dozen animal welfare officials from Louisiana
and Mississippi—including many from areas devastated
by hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005—attended Expo
through scholarships provided by The Humane Society of
the United States (HSUS), Maddie's Fund, the American
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA),

and PetSmart Charities.

The attendees represented facilities that handle more
than 60 percent of dogs and cats entering shelters in
Louisiana and Mississippi, said Heather Cammisa, manager
of spay/neuter initiatives for The HSUS, who did research
for the organization’s “After Katrina: Improving the Lives
of Gulf Coast Dogs and Cats"” project. Noting that the Expo
participants work in poor areas with spay/neuter rates well
below the national averages, Cammisa said, "It is exciting
to think of the wide-reaching impact on animals ... that will
result from this opportunity to network with one another,
talk with experts and other professionals in the field and to
interact with vendors in the exhibit hall.”

Gulf Coast scholarship recipients said they were
grateful for the chance to come and pick up some helpful

information.

“I've never been anywhere by myself, so this is wonder-
ful,” said Patricia Guillory, supervisor of St. Landry Parish

Animal Control in Louisiana.

the special programs offered by the or-
ganization’s global arm, Humane Society
International (HSI). Beyond the work-
shops and networking opportunities at
Expo, several international attendees
also took advantage of an HSI internship
program that enabled them to spend part
of the previous week working at an ani-
mal shelter in the U.S.

“When people are struggling in far-
flung countries like Indonesia or Malaysia
or Nicaragua ... to develop animal pro-
tection programs, they feel incredibly
isolated. They feel sometimes that it’s
them against the world,” says Neil Trent,
president of the Marin Humane Society

in California and a former HSI executive
director, who initiated the international
portion of Expo several years ago. “And
just the experience of being in a room
with a number of other people that are
sharing the same problems and sharing
the same experiences is very, very impor-
tant to them. ... Consistently I would get
feedback from people saying, ‘You know,
it just recharged my batteries ... and I
thought it was a wonderful opportunity
to learn from my peers around the world,
and to know that I wasn't alone in this
battle to help animals.”

Jeffrey Chua of the Philippines in-
terned at Marin Humane before at-

Michele Anderson, a board member for the Oktibbeha

County Humane Society in Mississippi, found a euthanasia
discussion pertinent because her shelter is bringing that
process in-house. “There was another session about board

members,” she added, “and since | am a new board member

were doing.”
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and trying to figure out how we work and what we're really
there to do, that was extremely useful.”

Earl Benoit, vice president and general manager of the
Lawrence County Animal Rescue League in Mississippi,
praised Expo presenters for providing good information
and referrals to further resources online. “They had good
presentations, and informed us on a lot of things we were
unaware [of], and reaffirmed us on some of the things we

Sara Glasgow, coordinator of St. Martin Parish Animal
Control in Louisiana, found Expo's sessions on how to ap-
proach elected officials especially useful. She noted that, as
a plainspoken person, “I have a hard time with politicians,”
but Expo helped show her the value of diplomacy.

When Katrina and Rita hit, "It was a very emotional
time. It was crazy,” Glasgow said, recalling how some
New Orleans evacuees had dogs whose backs were
burned by swimming in water where chemicals had risen
to the surface. But some good emerged from the chaos.
Glasgow noted that the disasters prompted her parish to
get more involved in microchipping and better pet pro-
motion, and to run an additional rabies clinic. “... So we
got a little bit out of it.”
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tending this year’s Expo. A dentist with
a passion for animal behavior, Chua
began volunteering about a decade ago
at the Philippine Animal Welfare Society
(PAWS)—the only shelter in Manila—
which three years ago invited him to be-
come its shelter manager. Chua says the
small PAWS staff faces many challenges
in the Philippines, a Third World country
plagued by pet overpopulation, irrespon-
sible dog owners, and a belief among
some residents that spaying and neuter-
ing is “like a taboo.”

During his internship, Chua sat in on
consultations with people having trouble
with their dogs, went out with officers
doing rescues and investigations, and
tried to observe all the new animals at
the shelter. While Marin Humane's staff-
ing and technology are “far beyond” the
PAWS shelter in Manila, Chua says he
gathered some ideas for ways to improve  Jeffrey Chua of the Philippines chats with Nancy Peterson, feral cat program manager for The HSUS,
procedures back home, such as how to during a reception for international interns during Animal Care Expo in Orlando. MICHELLE RILEY/THE HSUS
deal with aggressive, older dogs who
have been abandoned. “I learned a lot
about how to approach things,” he says.

“Hopefully older dogs that are abandoned A R
in our shelter can be adopted, and can be We H ave w h a t
evaluated properly so they can find a
new home.” Y N d I

Mohamed Shehata Fayed, a vet- ou ee -

erinarian with the Egyptian Society W -

of Animal Friends, interned at the
Mississippi Animal Rescue League,
where he learned about different spay/
neuter techniques to reduce the inci-
dence of infection. He says he found that
while the facilities are different, the an-
imal welfare issues in the two countries
are largely the same.
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“Here,” he says, “we can learn how to do
the right things.” AS
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