


Last year, someone came to the shelter 
and dropped off a large basket containing 
about 30 baby dolls! Each one had a dif-
ferent colored lacy little outfit, and they 
were all neatly arranged in the basket. We 
ended up taking them to our thrift store 
off premise, but they made quite the con-
versation piece for the week or so they 
were in the shelter’s admin office.

—Kara Moore Kuh,  
Communications Specialist

Willamette Humane Society
Salem, Oregon

A few years ago, someone donated a 
used wedding dress to us. I guess the 
honeymoon was over!  We of course were 
not able to use the dress at the shelter, al-
though I think a staff member ended up 
taking it home.
—Erin Sandle, Assistant Shelter Manager

Humane Society at Lollypop Farm
Fairport, New York

I remember a time when someone with 
an obviously warped sense of humor sent 
us these crazy rubber dog toys, one of 
which appeared to be a rubber chicken in 
a bikini. Indescribable, really, but the dogs 
seemed to like them.

—Debbie Hogan, Kennel Attendant
Oakland East Bay SPCA

Newark, California

A local distributer of baby products con-
tacted us at the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston because the company received a 
shipment of approximately 300 baby gates 
(the swing-open kind used for blocking 
off access to stairways or doors for babies 
and toddlers). The gates had been made 
for sale in Great Britain, where the guide-
lines for maximum width between the bars 
were different than the U.S. child safety 
standards. As a result, the baby gates 
could not be sold in the United States. The 
warehouse owner thought that maybe 
they could be used for dogs—and he was 
right. We picked up all 300 and have been 

distributing them to local animal control 
officers who need to block doorways, 
kennel openings, etc. while still allowing 
human access and visibility. We are also 
using them in our own staff offices for 
those employees who bring their dogs to 
work. So rather than going to the scrap 
heap, these nonconforming baby gates 
have found a new use helping animals!

—Susan Ruderman,  
Director of Advancement

Animal Rescue League of Boston
Boston, Massachusetts

I must say that this donation made my 
eyes pop. A very nice lady walked into the 
shelter with a big box. When I opened it, 
it was full of used cremation urns. She said 
she had these from other family members, 
but “cleaned them up” and we could sell 
them for people’s pets. They were lovely, 
but we couldn’t sell used urns. They are 
still here, in the box.

—Gabby Evans, Director
Stephen Memorial Animal Shelter

Oskaloosa, Iowa 

PAWS received a large box weighing 
about 45 pounds. The box was full of pen-
nies. Harrah’s Casino in nearby Cherokee 
cleaned out all of the water fountains in 
the casino, restaurants, and hotel and de-
cided to donate the change to PAWS.

—Ellen Kilgannon, Executive Director
PAWS Animal Shelter

Bryson City, North Carolina

A man donated a wooden car that he 
built to hold cats in. We could not use 
it, because he said it was for cats, but 
it had big holes in the top where they 
could climb out, and it also had a top that 
flipped up and locked. We just couldn’t 
understand the concept, but didn’t want 
to hurt his feelings by not accepting it, so 
we have it stored away until we can figure 
out how we can use it at our facility!

—Judy Hill, Director
Tuscaloosa Metro Animal Shelter

Tuscaloosa, Alabama

Animal Sheltering congratulates 
Kara Moore Kuh of Salem, 
Oregon, whose submission was 
selected in a random drawing 
from those published in this 
issue. Willamette Humane 
Society, where she works, will 
receive a free coffee break:  
a $50 gift certificate to a local 
coffee shop. “Bone” appetit!

Please submit your responses (150 
words or less) at animalsheltering.org/
coffeebreak or send them to Editor, 
Animal Sheltering/HSUS, 2100 L St. NW, 
Washington, DC 20037. Your answer 
may be printed in a future issue of 
Animal Sheltering. If your response 
is chosen for publication, you will be 
entered into a drawing to win a free 
coffee break (valued at $50) for 
your organization. Responses may be 
edited for length or clarity; no donation 
or purchase is necessary to win. See 
animalsheltering.org for contest rules, 
or send an e-mail or letter to the above 
addresses to request a printed copy. 

Next question: 
What gadget, 
real or imagined, 
would you most 
like to have? 
How would it 
help you help 
animals? 
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