
Kit Happens
Sadly, so does dog chaining—but 
this kit can help you stop it

“I’m sorry, but chaining a dog is not illegal. 
There’s nothing I can do.”

Citizens who’ve had the courage to 
stand up for chained dogs by calling the 
authorities expect those authorities to 
be able to intervene. And so it ’s hard 
for them to hear the all too common re-
sponse: The officer can do nothing, be-
cause the community has no law to forbid 
an owner from chaining his dog 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week.

As hard as it may be for concerned 
citizens, it’s harder still for the many ani-
mal control officers who have to utter that 
phrase. Many ACOs want to help the ne-
glected dogs languishing in back yards all 
over the country, but feel helpless to do 
so. Seeing a dog live his entire life on the 
end of a chain is frustrating for everyone—
but whether you’re a concerned citizen or 
a law enforcement officer, The Humane 
Society of the United States wants to give 
you the tools you need to help.

The HSUS is proud to announce 
the release of the new kit, “A Dog’s Life: 
Chaining and Your Community.” The free 
kit includes information on the process 
of passing an ordinance, a guide to tes-
tifying before local government, sample 
ordinances from around the country, and 
more—and will help you get an anti-chain-
ing ordinance passed in your community. 

Request your free kit at humane 
society.org/dogchainingkit. AS
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L
ong overdue is the National 
Federation of Humane Societies 
(NFHS).

An association formed to 
advocate for the interests of 

animal welfare organizations, NFHS is op-
erating on macrocosmic levels. It serves 
the needs of the animal care and control 
community; it educates the general pub-
lic; it seeks to influence corporate policies 
and national legislation. All it needs now 
is your organization’s support.

Functioning as a unique nonprofit 
entity, NFHS is a voluntary alliance for 
organizations with similar missions and 
structures. Recognizing the importance 
of strength in numbers, the NFHS seeks 
to unite national and local groups to 
raise public awareness of animal issues 
and gain more clout for animal welfare 
in Congress and statehouses. Member 
organizations of NFHS will  gain en-

hanced credibility for their cause, and a 
more streamlined and effective flow of 
ideas within the animal care and control 
community. Membership also allows 
even the smallest organization the op-
portunity to have its voice heard on na-
tional issues.

The NFHS is a membership fee-
based organization ,  which enables 
it to operate entirely under the guid-
ance of its member groups , free of 
corp orate  agendas .  Any nonprof i t 
animal welfare organization may join, 
and municipal animal control agen-
cies are welcome as well. To become 
a member, organizations must com-
plete an application (available online at 
humanefederation.org/join.cfm). 

Choose to join like-minded, like-pur-
posed animal lovers across the country, 
and speak in one unwavering voice for 
those who can’t speak at all. AS

When We All Howl Together

Is your shelter starting to show its age? A 
few bumps and lines and sags showing 
up around the edges? Could it use, meta-
phorically speaking, a little Botox? 

If so, check out Zootoo.com, a new 
website where pet lovers rate and review 
pet services and products. The site is of-
fering prizes—including cash awards and 
a shelter makeover valued up to $1 mil-
lion—to 20 nonprofit shelters. 

Pet lovers can earn points for the 
shelter of their choice by registering at 

Zootoo.com before March 31—you can 
get 100 points for your facility just by 
entering the code mailed to your shelter. 
Didn’t receive a code? Get one by calling 
1-877-580-7387. 

And be sure to note that the win-
ner will be chosen from the top 20 by a 
panel of animal care experts—so don’t 
be intimidated by shelters that seem 
to have racked up big points already! 
Learn more and get details at zootoo.
com/makeover. AS

Make Your Shelter Beautiful
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