A Humane Society in Michigan

Gives Donors Pets for the Holidays ...

... but they’re on the gift boxes rather than in them

| picked this out
just for you!

HAT'S BETTER THAN AN UNEXPECTED, UNPLANNED PUPPY FOR Jonathan Shuff, who

CHRISTMAS?
Well, a lot of things, but for those donors who felt like spreading
a little puppy (and kitten) love last holiday season, the Humane Society of Kent
County in Grand Rapids, Michigan, had a great option. As part of its holiday
fundraising mailer, the shelter helped frantic gift-givers wrap their presents and
promote shelter pets at the same time—by including gift tags bearing images of
adoptable animals wearing Santa hats and playing with wide fabric ribbons.

The gift tags were
enclosed in a card show-
ing a picture of Maddie,
a puppy the shelter had
cared for, holding a gift
bow in her mouth.
Photos of other ani-
mals were inside the
card, and accompanying text told
recipients a little bit about each ani-
mal, informed them about upcoming
holiday events at the shelter, and
even managed a little bit of education
when it came to the story of Cookie,
one of the dogs pictured.
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“Cookie, a sweet
Doberman Pinscher,
had been shuffled

through 3 homes during his first two

years before coming to the Humane
Society,” the card read. “While this lack
of caregiver commitment would cause
most dogs to have behavioral issues,
Cookie maintained his affectionate and
trusting disposition. Cookie was recent-
ly adopted into a new family, one that
we hope he will have for life.”
Showcasing Cookie, Maddie,
and the other animals was made
easier with the help of photographer
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donated his services for
the project, says Tina Dee,
the shelter’s development
and marketing director.
“Since | came here, I've
been trying to make sure
all the graphics we use in
our publications feature
adoptable animals,” says
Dee. “They’re the best
images we have.”

Donors think so, too. Not
only was the fundraiser suc-
cessful, Dee says, but many of the peo-
ple who received the tags in the mail
later called to see if any of the featured
animals were still available for adoption.
And the tags themselves were a hit with
animal lovers in the community; dona-
tions rolled in accompanied by notes
saying how cute they were. “The holi-
day greeting card/gift tag idea was so
popular that we are planning on doing
it again this year,” says Dee. —CA

place pets in a home for the holidays!
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